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The Forbidden City in Beijing is a perfect example of
such coherence, as its architecture was designed in a
way that all elements form a unified whole. The
symmetry and order in the arrangement of buildings,
gates, and streets align with the principles of Chinese
philosophy and tradition, including feng shui, which
aimed not only at aesthetic appeal but also at ensuring
a balance between space and nature. The goal was not
just to create beauty, but also to convey deeper
meanings and cultural values.
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On low walls designed for
pedestrians, I placed the history
of the ancient city's origins and
its influence on shaping the new
part of the city. On the opposite
side of the water reservoir, in a
public space, I described the
history of the old water
channels that once supplied the
city and now serve a
recreational purpose for
residents.

The cuts in the buildings are intended to connect different elements in a coherent and harmonious way. In the case of the
Forbidden City, these solutions were meant to facilitate communication and bring order, but also to create the impression
that the entire structure is one continuous whole, where every part of the building and space works together.

In the context of contemporary urban design near the Forbidden City in Beijing, I applied these principles to create new
buildings that would respect the historical heritage while also being part of a vibrant, evolving city. The goal is to ensure
that new constructions are not "disconnected" from the historical surroundings, but rather complement them, which is key
to maintaining continuity in the urban landscape.

I designed the city's main street to improve the efficiency of transportation for both
drivers and pedestrians. I created distinct zones for vehicle traffic, bicycles, and a wide
pedestrian walkway to enhance comfort for people with disabilities and families with
children. Each zone is separated by a green belt, which not only enhances the aesthetics
but also supports the local ecosystem. Additionally, I incorporated a water reservoir
to assist with rainwater drainage while also serving as a visually appealing element of the
landscape.

Between two office buildings, two
minimalist pavilions provide tranquil
spaces for employees and visitors.
Designed with a modern twist on
traditional Chinese architecture, one
of the pavilions features clean lines
and a curved roof, reminiscent of
classic pagoda style, while the
other incorporates wooden accents
and large glass panels to ensure
openness and light. Inside, a cozy
café with seating and a bar serving
drinks offers a peaceful retreat. The
pavilions' design captures the
essence of Chinese design
principles—such as harmony with
nature and balance—while
integrating contemporary materials
to create a stylish and welcoming
atmosphere.
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